WEEK ELEVEN
LIBERTY AT VIRGINIA

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. --
gained a new playmaker,
ward for his hard work.
Reed caught scoring passes of 14 and 6 yards and returned
a kickoff 90 yards for a touchdown Saturday as Virginia
beat Liberty 45-24.

Virginia’s expanding offense
and Joe Reed’s big day was a re-

“Joe’'s really made strides throughout this whole season,
just making plays,” said quarterback Bryce Perkins, who
threw both scoring passes. “... One person doesn’t tackle
him. It’'s really hard to bring down Joe. He’'s like a-buck
90, maybe 200, all muscle just running full speed ahead of
you. He’'s a hard man to stop.”

Perkins also ran for two touchdowns for the Cavaliers (7-
3), who clinched their first winning season since the 2011
team went 8-5. The victory came on Senior Day, when the
program honored 27 fourth-, fifth- and sixth-year players
before the opening kickoff.

“I think it’s significant that they finished with a winning
season,” coach Bronco Mendenhall said. His first team, two
years ago, finished 2-10. “Certainly there’s more emphasis
and more games to play, but seven wins is a significant
mark for our program.”

Virginia outgained the Flames just 389 to 354, but inter-
cepted Stephen Calvert three times, converting two of the
turnovers into touchdowns.

Frankie Hickson ran for 93 yards and two touchdowns and
Peytton Pinkett ran for 117 yards and another score for
the Flames (4-5). Liberty trailed just 31-21 in the third
quarter before trying to convert a fourth-and-one from
their own 14. Coach Turner Gill said he left the play call
up to Calvert, but his pass toward Antonio Gandy-Golden
was knocked away by Brenton Nelson.

“You take chances in this type of game,” said Gill, whose
team converted two other fourth-down plays earlier, in-
cluding one for a touchdown on its opening drive.

The call was celebrated by Mendenhall, too.

“I actually admired the decision,” he said. “They came to
win the game.”

But Perkins and Reed never let that be an option.

“Phenomenal player,” Gill said of Perkins, who was 14 for
22 for 168 yards with the two touchdown passes and one
interception. He also ran for 89 yards on just nine car-
ries. “He’'s the key to their having a lot of success of-
fensively and staying on the field. He’s a very, very,
very good football player and I think as he goes, they’'re
going to go.”

Virginia led just 24-17 at halftime after Liberty scored
10 points in 28 seconds late in the half, but Reed took
the second half kickoff down the Virginia sideline. After
Liberty answered with a 65-yard drive, Virginia’s punt was
downed at the Flames’ 5. Liberty opted to go for it facing
a fourth-and-inches from its own 14, but Brenton Nelson
broke up Calvert’s pass and Perkins ran it in three plays
later from the 9.

RESPECT

Virginia linebacker Rob Snyder didn’t share his coach’s
admiration for the Flames’ decision to try and covert on
fourth down from their 14. “A little disrespectful,” he
said. “Granted they were running on us so I'll give it to
them, but we finally stopped them.”

THE TAKEAWAY

Liberty: With a starting offensive line that averages 308
pounds, the Flames are looking more and more like their
fellow FBS opponents. They rushed for 139 yards by half-
time, nearly matching their average of 153.5 yards per
game, and even stopped the Cavaliers on one of their five
first-half drives when Bejour Wilson intercepted Perkins,
setting up Hickson’s 7-yard scoring run on the next play.
The defense needs vast improvement, but almost all their
skill players on offense are underclassmen, so the offense
should give them an increasing chance against better com-
petition.

Virginia: The Cavaliers seemed surprised that the Flames
featured the run game so much and allowed Pickett to gain
47 yards on his first two carries, setting up Hickson'’s
first touchdown for Liberty on a nothing-to-lose fourth-
and-goal play from the 1. Virginia plays Georgia Tech and
its triple option next week and will need to shore up its
run defense significantly before then.

“We had prepared ...
Mendenhall said.

for pass, pass, pass, pass, pass,”

Final 1 2 3 4 T
7 7

LIB 10 0 024

UvA 14 10 14 7 045
Scoring Summary ------—————————-

FIRST QUARTER LIB uva
LIB TD 10:34

Frankie Hickson 1 Yd Run (Alex Probert Kick)

12 plays, 75 yards, 4:26 7 0

UVA TD 8:30

Joe Reed 14 Yd pass from Bryce Perkins (Brian Delaney Kick)
4 plays, 55 yards, 2:04 7 7
UVA TD 1:19

Bryce Perkins 13 Yd Run (Brian Delaney Kick)

7 plays, 66 yards, 3:34 7 14
SECOND QUARTER LIB Uva
UVA TD 7:37

Jordan Ellis 1 Yd Run (Brian Delaney Kick)

10 plays, 77 yards, 4:40 7 21
LIB FG 2:35

Alex Probert 37 Yd Field Goal

11 plays, 55 yards, 5:02 10 21
LIB TD 2:07

Frankie Hickson 7 Yd Run (Alex Probert Kick)

1 play, 7 yards, 0:04 17 21
UVA FG 0:03

Brian Delaney 33 Yd Field Goal

9 plays, 50 yards, 2:04 17 24
THIRD QUARTER LIB uva
UVA TD 14:50

Joe Reed 90 Yd Kickoff Return (Brian Delaney Kick)

0 plays, 0 yards, 0:00 17 31
LIB TD 12:18

Peytton Pickett 18 Yd Run (Alex Probert Kick)

6 plays, 65 yards, 2:32 24 31
UVA TD 7:21

Bryce Perkins 9 Yd Run (Brian Delaney Kick)

3 plays, 14 yards, 0:50 24 38
FOURTH QUARTER LIB Uva

UVA TD 12:30

Joe Reed 6 Yd pass from Bryce Perkins (Brian Delaney Kick)

8 plays, 35 yards, 3:38 24 45
Team Stats LIB uva

First Downs 20 24

Total Yards 354 389

Total Plays 71 61

Avg Gain Per Play 5.0 6.4

Net Yards Rushing 205 221

Rushes 44 39
Yards Per Rush 4.7 5.7
Net Yards Passing 149 168
Comp-Att 15-27 14-22
Yards Per Pass 5.5 7.6
Times Sacked 1
Yds Lost To Sacks -5
Interceptions
Punts

Punt Average
Penalties
Penalty Yards
Fumbles
Fumbles Lost
Possession
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Individual Stats
RUSHING

LIB Yds
Peytton Pickett 17 117
Frankie Hickson 26 93
Stephen Calvert 1 -5 -5.0
UVA Yds
Jordan Ellis 25 106
Bryce Perkins 89 9.
Tavares Kelly 11 11.0
Lamont Atkins
Olamide Zaccheaus
PASSING

LIB Comp Att
Stephen Calvert 15 27
UVA Comp Att
Bryce Perkins 14 22
RECEIVING

LIB

B.J. Farrow
Antonio Gandy-Golden
Zac Foutz

DJ Stubbs

Peytton Pickett
Frankie Hickson
UvA

Olamide Zaccheaus
Jordan Ellis
Hasise Dubois

Joe Reed
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